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River is known to be lifeline of ecosystem and environment. In our indigenous knowledge system, we
recognized it as mother who nourished human civilization. However, today this mother has lost its importance and respect
by all and thus consciously it is being polluted and is converted as garbage dumping stations. A worst situation can be seep
Kamwari river in Bhiwandi, at Kalyan Taluka, District Thane in Maharashtra. Kamwari River was once a port dockyarg and
had economical importance for Bhiwandi city due to which it could prow as the richest Municipal Corporation. Stalwarts like
Dhirubhai Ambani and many other industrialists could thus flourish from this arca of commercial richness. However,
current situation is like that the Kamwari river which was once a source of growth and development of Bhiwandi city is noywy
converted into sewage, creating health hazards and lost water portability.

This book provides glimpses of siltation and sedimentation In river Kamwari which needs immediate attention,
Unchecked pollution and mismanagement of river water system is prominently reflected in this piece of work so as to draw
attention ot all stakeholders for corrective measures. Remedial explorations was felt necessary keeping in view the current
degrading status of Kamwari River and vartous water bodies in Bhiwandi city, due to uncontrolled pollution by Power-
looms, dyeing units, cowsheds, illegal constructions, encroachments and insufticient civic faalities. The base of study is the
recent NITE Aavog's report which is presented in the tollowing page. A glimpse of Maharashtra government strategy and
World Water Counail participation is added in this book to give idea about the forums working locally and internationally to
resolve the water scarcity issues and author's active participation in these forums. Author as Jalnayak has made attempts to
mobilize public for the restoration purpose by conducting awareness programmes, survey studies for water analysis and
approachung suthorities for timely action is showcased in this book to inspire others and join hands. Initiatives are being
taken tor integrative approach by involvement of local municipal corporation authonties, Thane Zilla Parishad, Block
Development Office authorities, Gram Panchayat Samiti, Maharashtra Pollution Coatrol Board, Mumbai Metropolitan
Regronal Development Agency, Thane District Collector and Magistrate office, people of the city, NGO's and the educational
institutions for collective action towards conservation, restoration and rejuvenation of water bodies for the ecological
balance of the Bhiwandi city.

This book is an attempt to draw attention of one and all towards the serfous impact of public ignorance and
mismanagement of rivers, for immediate cognizance. As Water is the only prime factor for sustenance of life and overall
sustainable development of society, it is necessary to conserve this natural resource for maintaining the ecological balance
of the aquatic system.
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Dr. Rajendra Singh, Waterman of India & Magsaysay Award

Winner

“Unless realization and internalization happens in public, situation will not get
solution. Today, it is urgent need to create realization and internalization in people
rather than community driven decentralized management system for water”

Dr. Snehal Donde, Jalnayak and Principal Shree Halari Visa Oswal
College of Commerce, Bhiwandi

“With the scenario of most of the rivers getting dried in India, conflicts regarding inter
and intra state-wise sharing of water and interlinking of rivers being promoted by
government, it is pertinent to understand what is exactly leading to water crisis. "
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Dr. Snehal Donde 978-93-5361-4008-3
drsnehaldonde@gmail.com

Price: Rs. 1300/-
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Pollution, sedimentation, erosion and over-damming solutions through
policy framework

THE
AGONY OF RIVERS

Compiled and Authored by
JalnayakDr.(Mrs.)Snehal SubhashDonde

Inspired by
Jalpurush Dr. Rajendra Singh

This book is our tribute to Prof. Guru Das Agrawal ji (20 July 1932
- 11 October 2018), an environmental engineer, religious leader,
monk, environmental activist, and professor, who campaigned to
save the sacred River Ganges, the natural mother of Indian culture
and civilization, by insisting on maintaining the uninterrupted flow
of Bhagirathi River in its natural form between Gangotri to Uttarkashi.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The profound effect of the words of Jalpurush Dr.
Rajendra Singh, Magsaysay & Stockholm water prize winner,

" dawned my interest in the study and assessment of major river

basin and its related social and environmental issues. Issues
concerning to the displacement and rehabilitation of people
affected by erosion and sedimentation in river Ganga in West
Bengal, over-damming in Maharashtra, uncontrolled pollution
of water bodies by effluents from Power-looms and dyeing
units in Bhiwandi city and many such unfettered work
impacted my understanding to venture and explore for the
solutions. This book mainly covers the sedimentation and
erosion issues of river Ganga, as very few people across India
are aware of this issue.

For conducting survey of the areas affected by
sedunentauon and erosion caused by river Ganga and its
tributaries in Farakka, Malda and Murshidabad region in West
Bengal, it was our first attempt to bring together experts from
three important Central Institutes of India viz. Botanical
Survey of India (BSI), Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) and

| National Environmental Engineering Research Institute
- (NEERI). This kind of collaborative effort was initiated to get
holistic view of environmental degradation and losses
- happening to the State of West Bengal and Bihar. To work
- under the guidance and leadership of Dr. Rajendra Singh ji as
* National Convener for Ganga Mission, I feel myself blessed to

get the rare opportunity. My sincere thanks to Dr. Rakesh
Kumar, Director NEERI, Dr. Paramjeet Singh, Director BSI
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and Dr Kailash Chandra, Director ZSI for their timely help
valuable suggestions and providing expertise for biodiversit}:
study of areas affected by Ganga erosion and sedimeutaﬁorls_
This assessment was essentially required since issues of
Erosion & Sedimentation has remained unresolved for more
than four decades due to ignorance of authorities.

[ am grateful to young and dynamic Social activist Mr.
Mehboob Alamand Block Development Officer (BDO) Shrj
Kesang Bhutia from Malda region for their interest, kind
cooperation and support throughout the survey. Both of their
presence during the survey and interaction with the local public
was of immense help in gathering relevant information for the
social assessment study. I owe the success of environmental
assessment study to Dr.Shreemanta Pramaniké& Dr Debashish
Mukherjee Scientist C of NEERI, Kolkata, Dr Chitra
Jayapalan, Scientist C& Dr Viswa Venkat Gantait Assistant
Zoologist of ZSI, Kolkata and Dr Onkar Nath Maurya,
Scientist C & Shyam Biswas of BSI, Kolkata. I am highly
grateful to Dr Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, Water Pollution
Control Board Kolkata for sharing information about his
studies on related issues.

The book also covers issues of pollution of Kamvari
River in Bhiwandi in Maharashtra which was once upon a time
port area and now reduced to a size of nallah. Over- damming
issues are highlighted in a chapter exhibiting how Western
Ghat biodiversity is affected and rehabilitation of displaced
P80p1f: remains unresolved. At the same time, this book
zip'lam_s . hO.w Rain Water Harvesting alternative for water

allability is not used optimally.
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I extend my gratitude to all the team members of Jal
Biradari and fellow Jal Nayak’s for their immense contribution
m different activities for resolving issues of river system in
Viaharashtra and across India. This book would not have been
possible without their contributions. It is unique experience to
be a Jalnayak, part of Jal Biradari and member of World Water
Council. Millions of thanks to Dr. Rajendra Singh ji for
showing me the noble path to work for water literacy and
conservation programmes and make India a water rich country
while remaining sensitive towards international issues.

Prin, Dr. (Mrs.) Snehal Subhash Donde
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